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UCAS 2026: Applicant Information Guide 

Main UCAS deadlines for applications: 

October 15th 2025 – Oxford; Cambridge; Medicine; Dentistry; Veterinary Medicine. 

January 14th 2026 – Majority of all other undergraduate courses. 

UCAS Conservatoire deadlines: 

10 July 2025: UCAS Conservatoires 2025 application open. 

October 2nd 2025 - for music courses only. 

January 14th 2026 – for most undergraduate dance, drama or musical theatre courses. Check 

conservatoire websites for deadlines. 

UCAS Application process 

2 September 2025: Completed 2025 entry UCAS Undergraduate applications can be submitted to 
UCAS. 

26th February 2026 – UCAS Extra opens 

30th June 2026 – application deadline overall (no guarantee of equal consideration) 

4th July 2026 – deadline for UCAS Extra choice. 

5th July 2026 – UCAS Clearing opens 

All applicants must register in the UCAS Hub to start and access their UCAS application. 

https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/create-your-ucas-hub-today 

UCAS application 2026 Registration Hub: 

This involves entering personal details, obtaining a username and password and setting security 

questions. 

https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/create-your-ucas-hub-today 

Once you have registered on UCAS Hub, you will be able to access the UCAS Application via a tile on 

the Hub. It will then ask whether you would like to link to a centre. You must select Ardrossan 

Academy and then enter the school buzzword which is:  

adastra26 

Then provide an appropriate personal e-mail address – you are advised not to use your glow e-mail 

address. 

UCAS application 2026 Choices: 

A maximum of 5 courses can be chosen. There is no preference order and universities/colleges will 

not see where else you have applied until after you reply to any offers received. 

https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/create-your-ucas-hub-today
https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/create-your-ucas-hub-today
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A maximum of 4 courses in any one of the following fields of medicine, dentistry, veterinary 

medicine or veterinary science. It is recommended that you have a 5th backup out with these 

disciplines. Only one course can be applied for at either Oxford or Cambridge You can add choices 

for a different deadline later, but do not forget that you can only have 5 choices in total. 

Make sure you thoroughly check any admissions testing requirements when you are researching and 

selecting your course choices. See section ‘Information on High-Tariff Course applications and 

additional admissions tests’ for more information if you are applying for medicine, vet medicine, 

dentistry, Law, Oxford/Cambridge. 

If you are applying for a course which requires an admissions test you must confirm this with Mr 

Milligan by 22nd August 2025 to allow him to plan arrangements for sitting any such test(s). 

Personal Statement: must be written by the applicant and included on the form. 

Reference: is written by school staff, normally a combination of PT Pastoral and HT. All UCAS 

applicants will have a final interview with Mr Milligan or Mrs Anderson before the form is sent to 

UCAS. This takes place when the form is completed and reference checked. 

 

UCAS Application cost:  

The cost of application is £28.95. 

There may be additional costs for courses which require additional admissions tests. 

UCAS Application Fee waiver – Free School Meal recipients. 

Pupils who have been in receipt of free school meals at any point in the previous six years will have 

their UCAS application fee waived. Please check with the school office if you are unsure whether you 

meet the criteria for this. 

Payment must be made to the school who is invoiced for all applications. Payment must be made 

on the day your application is sent by the school. Payment can be made by cheque or credit card, 

though cheque is preferable.  

UCAS Conservatoire Applications: 

https://www.ucas.com/conservatoires/how-apply-through-ucas-conservatoires 

Applicants apply via UCAS Hub. Register in the UCAS Hub and complete the registration questions – 

confirming you want to start your studies in 2026 and are interested in ‘conservatoires’. 

You’ll then be taken to your UCAS Hub dashboard where, from 10th July, you’ll see a tile called ‘Your 

application’. Simply click ‘Start’ to begin your application. 

There are different procedures for applying to UCAS Conservatoire courses so students should read 

the UCAS Conservatoire section of the UCAS website and also the website of the conservatoire they 

are applying for e.g. https://www.rcs.ac.uk (Royal Conservatoire of Scotland). 

Applicants can make up to 6 courses choices and can only apply in one UCAS cycle 

The deadline for Music courses is 2nd October 2025 and 14th January 2026 for all other 

conservatoire courses. 

https://www.ucas.com/conservatoires/how-apply-through-ucas-conservatoires
https://www.rcs.ac.uk/
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The application fee for conservatoire is £28.95 and there are separate audition and/or assessment 

fees for individual conservatoires. You are advised to check this information out by using the UCAS 

search tool https://digital.ucas.com/search which displays the locations and fees for the 

assessment/audition for each course under the ‘Assessment info’ tab. 

 

UCAS SCHOOL DEADLINES:  

 

MAIN SCHOOL 
DEADLINE FOR UCAS 
2026. 

Register as 
an applicant 
on UCAS 
Apply  

Draft of 
Personal 
Statement to 
PT Pastoral 

Provisional 
application 
form check 
with PT 
Pastoral or Mr 
Milligan. 

Application form 
completed and 
ready to send. 

Interview & Send 
meeting with Mr 
Milligan 

High Tariff courses 1 SEP 2025 8 SEP 2025 20 SEP 2025 7 OCT 2025 (or 
before). 

Once form has been 
completed and fully 
checked & reference 
completed. 

All other courses 8 SEP 2025 1 OCT 2025 1 NOV 2025 8 DEC 2025 (or 
before). 

UCAS Conservatoire 
(Music) 

1 SEP 2025 8 SEP 2025 20 SEP 2025 27 SEP 2025 (or 
before). 

 

 

Further Information on High-Tariff Course applications and additional admissions tests: 

Admissions Tests - some courses require additional admissions tests to be taken alongside the UCAS 

application, and these may have a deadline and additional cost. Admissions tests also may require 

you to provide supplementary information. Make sure you thoroughly check any admissions testing 

requirements when you are researching and selecting your course choices. 

University of Oxford and University of Cambridge admissions: 

For full information in any related admissions tests for Oxford and Cambridge Universities go to 

www.admissionstesting.org 

If you are applying for a course which requires an admissions test you must confirm this with Mr 

Milligan by 1st September 2025 to allow him to plan arrangements for sitting any such test(s). 

LNAT – The Law National Aptitude Test: 

The LNAT helps some universities make fairer choices from the many highly-qualified applicants who 

want to join their undergraduate law programmes. It is used in collaboration with other admissions 

processes such as UCAS application and academic qualifications. For example, students applying to 

study Law at University of Glasgow or University of Oxford must complete the LNAT. 

Registration to take the LNAT is mandatory via the LNAT web site. Registration is open from 1 August 

2025 with the final registration deadline for courses outwith Oxford being 20 January 2025. The 

LNAT test can be taken from 1 September 2025. The cost is £75 – not covered by school. LNAT 

website contains test advice, exemplar questions etc. Go to https://lnat.ac.uk/  

https://digital.ucas.com/search
http://www.admissionstesting.org/
https://lnat.ac.uk/
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The LNAT must be taken by 25 January 2025, with the last date for test registration and booking 

being 20 January 2025. Results made known to applicants by February 2025. Only one attempt in 

a UCAS cycle is permitted and LNAT results cannot be carried forward from one academic year to the 

next. 

For Oxford applications, registration and test booking for LNAT must be done by 15 September 2025 

and the latest the LNAT can be sat is 15 October 2025. 

UCAT – University Clinical Aptitude Test 

The University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT) is an admissions test used by a consortium of UK 

Universities for their medical and dental degree programmes. 

The UCAT helps universities to select applicants with the most appropriate mental abilities, attitudes 

and professional behaviours required for new doctors and dentists to be successful in their clinical 

careers.  It is used in collaboration with other admissions processes such as the UCAS application and 

academic qualifications. 

The UCAT is a 2 hour online test, consisting of 5 timed subtests.  

Cost of the UCAT test is £70. Bursary scheme can be applied for to cover cost of the test. 

Applicants must register online to book a test, see details below. The UCAT score report is issued to 

the candidate on the day of the test. 

You are encouraged to follow official UCAT social media channels for updates on the 2026 test cycle. 

Instagram @ucatofficial 

X @UCATofficial 

Facebook @UCATofficial 

 
UCAT Practice Tests and resources are available on the UCAT website at 

https://www.ucat.ac.uk/ucat.  

• Bursary applications to cover test fee can be made from 13 May 2025 and the deadline for 

bursary applications is 26 September 2025. 

• Registration and online booking opens on 13 May 2025. 

• Registration and online booking closes on midday 19 September 2025. 

• Testing opens on 7 July 2025. 

• Last testing date is 26 September 2025. 

• Results delivered to universities in early November 2025. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/ucatofficial/
https://twitter.com/UCATofficial
https://www.facebook.com/UCATofficial
https://www.ucat.ac.uk/ucat

