
UCAS Information 
Evening  
Ardrossan Academy – 2nd September 2025



UCAS staff in school.
J. Milligan – UCAS Co-Ordinator

K. Bennett  – PT Pastoral (Annick House)

J. Colville – PT Pastoral (Barra House)

C. McIntosh – PT Pastoral (Lomond House)

E. Kerr – PT Pastoral (Nevis House)



UCAS does: 
▪ provide information, advice, and support

▪ process applications 

▪ complete fraud and verification checks

▪ take part in education sector engagement

UCAS doesn’t:
▪ make decisions or offers

▪ set entry requirements 

▪ advise on finance

▪ advise on immigration or visas for 
individuals
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What is UCAS? 
UCAS is an independent charity providing information, advice and admissions 
services. We’re there to help people discover what their next step might be. 



• Style – from traditional, with a focus on subject-based courses and research, to modern 
universities/colleges, with a greater focus on vocational courses.

• Location – some are in large cities, others in small towns, by the coast or in the countryside –
it’s all a major influence on the environment and lifestyle.

• Size – larger universities can have more than 20,000 students, whereas some of the smallest 
have only a few thousand.

• Culture and facilities – influenced by a range of factors, including the diversity of students who 
attend. 

• What graduates do – all universities collect destination statistics; it can be useful to find out 
what jobs or further study students go on to.

• Tuition fees – can vary between universities and colleges; check if there are scholarships or 
bursaries available. 

• Living costs – accommodation, transport, and food can vary enormously. 

Choosing the right place
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▪ What does the course cover?

▪ Courses with the same title may be very different. 

▪ Look carefully at the core course content, and the range of optional studies/modules 
available. 

▪ Which modules are the most interesting and relevant to your career aspirations?

▪ See if the course or university/college offers any internship, placement, or study 
abroad opportunities.

▪ How is the course taught – structured teaching, or more independent research? How 
many lectures are there, and how much group work will be done in seminars?

▪ How is the course assessed?

Choosing the right course
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▪ 35 applications made by equal consideration deadline – 48% of S6 cohort.

▪ 29 applicants accepted a final offer of a place.

▪ 26 accepted their firm choice - either because they had been given unconditional offers before 
they sat their exams or because their exam results met their conditions for their first choice.

▪ 3 accepted their insurance choice - this means they were offered a place in their insurance choice 
but not their first preference choice.

▪ 6 applicants were unplaced. This means they either did not receive any offers (unsuccessful) prior 
to their exams or their exam results did not meet the conditional offers that had been made to 
them. All of the applicants who rejected or did not receive final offers were eligible for clearing.

UCAS cycle 2024-25.
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Where did our UCAS applicants go to study?
▪ Our top 5:

▪ Strathclyde University (21.8%)

▪ The University of Glasgow 
(18.39%)

▪ Glasgow Caledonian University 
(15.52%)

▪ University of the West of Scotland 
(9.77%)

▪ University of Stirling (9.18%)

▪ Our pupils continue to apply for a 
wide range of degree disciplines, 
both academic and vocational.

▪ This year 58% of applications 
were for more vocational degree 
options with 42% made to more 
academic courses
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The Top 10 most popular courses in the last cohort were:
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Psychology 16 

Mathematics, Statistics and Accounting 13 

Business 10 

Politics 10 

Sport and Exercise Science 10 

History 9 

Nursing 9 

Modern Languages 8 

Law 8



Completing the UCAS application

Student registers for a 
UCAS Hub account to 
carry out research and 

start application.

Student completes all 
sections of the 

application and sends 
it to their 

school/college.

Teacher or adviser 
reviews the application 

and adds reference 
and predicted grades.

Applications are sent 
to UCAS by the school 
or college on behalf of 

the student.

Universities and 
colleges make their 

decisions on the 
application. 
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Key facts
• To start an application you need to register with ucas.com, you can register at any time.

• Universities and colleges can’t see your other choices when you apply.

• Apply by the equal consideration date of January 14th 2026.

• You have up to five choices, unless applying to study medicine, veterinary, medicine/science, 
dentistry – then it’s four choices.

• You can’t apply to BOTH Oxford and Cambridge.

• Applying costs £28.95

• Any applicant who has been in receipt of Free School Meals at any point during their 
secondary schooling will be entitled to an application FEE WAIVER.



Linking to a school
• Our applicants must enter their ‘buzzword’ 

to link their application to the school.

• The buzzword is adastra26

• By linking your application the applicant 
gives the school permission to view and 
track their application. 

• It also means we’ll provide them with a 
reference, and send their application to 
UCAS on their behalf. 

• We have made a Application Guide 
available on the UCAS Google Classroom



Application
Profile:

• Personal details

• Contact and residency details

• Nationality details 

• Supporting information

• English language skills 

• Finance and funding 

• Diversity and inclusion*

• More about you 

* (for students with a UK home address)
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Application 
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Experiences:

• Education 

• Employment 

• Extra activities*

• Personal statement 

• Reference**

• Add choices – up to five

*(for students with a UK home address)

**(not visible for students linked to their school/college)



Understanding entry requirements for your course choices

▪ Each course has different requirements you should have, or be working towards in 
school or college – usually a mix of qualifications, subjects and/or exam grades.

▪ When you go to find courses in the UCAS website, you’ll need to check the entry 
requirements so you can apply for courses you have a good chance of getting a place 
on. Universities will often state entry requirements over 1 sitting (S5) and 2 sittings (S5 
& S6 results).

▪ This is where the option to apply for up to five courses comes in handy – you can 
choose courses with higher and lower requirements so that you’ll have a Plan B. 

▪ For example, consider organising your choices into the following categories:

▪ Aspirational choice/Realistic Choice/Fall back choice.

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/choosing-course/choosing-undergraduate-course


What can students 
be doing?
• research, research, research

• attend open days and events

• extracurricular and super curricular activities

• work experience

• volunteering

• independent learning outside the curriculum 

• focus on this year’s studies
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The Personal Statement

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/writing-personal-statement/how-write-personal-statement#how-to-open-your-personal-statement


What’s the purpose?

It’s your 
chance to: 

• show your curiosity, 
knowledge and 
passion.

• evidence relevant 
skills and your 
potential.

• communicate your 
genuine interest and a 
desire to learn more.

Question prompts 
are there to help you 
but remember to: 

• link your academic, 
extra-curricular and 
other experiences to 
your chosen area(s) 
of study. 

• use relevant examples
throughout your 
personal statement. 

Don’t panic about 
the sections:

• the important thing is 
to explain why you’re 
including the example.

• reflect on what you’ve 
learned from it.

• the statement will 
still be reviewed 
as one piece.

Remember there's no right or wrong!



Format and structure

Three 
sections with 

question 
prompts

4,000-total 
character count 

split across 
sections

Minimum 
character count 
350 characters 

per section 

Don’t waste 
characters 

listing grades 
and subjects 

Don’t repeat  
information 

across 
sections



What are the questions?

What else have 
you done to 

prepare outside 
of education, 
and why are 

these 
experiences 

useful?

How have your 
qualifications 
and studies 

helped you to 
prepare for this 

course or 
subject?

Why do you 
want to study 
this course or 

subject?



Universities & colleges will consider

• Have you chosen the course for the right reasons?

• Do you have a depth of interest in the subject?

• Do you appear motivated and committed?

• Can you study independently?

• Are you genuinely engaged and 
knowledgeable about the area 
you're applying to? 



UCAS Application Deadlines.

▪ 15 October 2025 at 18:00 (UK time) – any course at the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, or for most courses in medicine, veterinary medicine/science, and 
dentistry. You can add choices with a different deadline later, but don’t forget you can 
only have five choices in total. 

▪ 14 January 2026 at 18:00 (UK time) – for the majority of courses, including most 
undergraduate drama, dance or musical theatre courses.

▪ Applying through UCAS Conservatoires? 2nd October 2025 for music courses only. 



Sending the application away to UCAS.

▪ Pastoral Support teachers will meet with each of the applicants in their House 
to discuss their choices, personal statement and form details.

▪ Once completed, the Pastoral Support teacher will confirm with Mr Milligan 
that the candidate’s form is ready to be sent.

▪ Mr Milligan will then organises an individual ‘interview and send’ meeting with 
each UCAS applicant. At this meeting, the form is double checked, applicants 
are taken through their school reference and the form is sent. It is at this final 
meeting that the applicant makes payment to UCAS via school office (via i-pay 
impact).



Decisions

personal statement 

qualifications

reference 

Universities and colleges will review the:

admissions test

interview

portfolio/audition

They may also ask for:
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Follow your application 24/7:

• see your choices 

• keep personal information up to date

• view and reply to your offers

You’ll receive one of three decisions from your 
choices:

• unconditional offer

• conditional offer

• unsuccessful

Tracking your application.



Replies to offers
Once you have decisions on all your choices, 
you can choose two:

• One as a ‘firm’ acceptance – your first 
choice.

• The other as an ‘insurance’ acceptance. 
This acts as a back-up if you do not get 
into your ‘firm’ choice.

Any remaining offers must be declined. 

Once all your decisions and replies have been 
made, if you are not holding any offer, you may 
be able to use Extra or Clearing to find available 
place on a suitable course.
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Other options 
Extra (26 Feb – 4 Jul)

• Used all five choices and had no offers. 

• Add Extra choices for consideration one at 
a time.

Clearing (5 Jul – 19 Oct)

▪ Apply after 30 June, receive no offers, 
declined all offers, not met conditions. 

▪ Find vacancies from 5 July and add a 
Clearing choice to your application. 
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Widening Participation
What do we mean by contextual admissions?

When universities consider your achievements, it helps them to know if you've faced any 
particular circumstances or challenges that may have impacted your education or results. By 
looking at your achievements in context, they may adjust their usual offer to give you a fair 
chance to access your chosen course – these are called ‘contextual offers’.

The type of offer you receive will depend on the course and provider you apply to. Not every 
university or college makes contextual offers, so make sure you do your research.
Contextual offers can include:
• a reduced offer – typically a grade or two lower than advertised in the course entry 

requirements
• an offer of a place on a course with a foundation year
• a guaranteed interview
• an unconditional offer
• a course with additional support in place to help you reach your full potential
• giving your application extra consideration when making you an offer



Widening Participation
Some examples of students who may be eligible include those who:

• live in a target postcode area. For example, in a low participation area as measured by the 
Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD)

• attend a target school or college

• have experience of being in care

• are estranged from their family (not supported by their family)

• have refugee status, or are an asylum seeker

• are a carer

• have parents who serve in the armed forces – or who have done so in the past (service 
children)



Colleges
▪ Application to colleges is less time consuming than the UCAS system.

▪ Applicants apply to the colleges directly.

▪ Many colleges have application forms online that can be sent direct to the 
department concerned.

▪ There is normally no fee attached to application to colleges courses.

▪ Many colleges are under as much strain as the universities.

▪ Those interested in applying to courses should do so as early as possible. Most 
colleges open for applications in January 2026 for entry in September 2026.

▪ Referee – this should be a Pastoral Support teacher. Please inform the Pastoral 
Support teacher if she/he has been put down as a reference.

▪ Many colleges have articulation routes into degree level study. 

▪ College is an increasingly popular route into university degree programmes e.g. 
HNC/HND and then access Year 2 or Year 3 of a degree programme.



Additional admissions tests/folios/interviews – some examples.

Law Degree at University of Glasgow – LNAT

Medicine/Dentistry – UCAT

Oxford or Cambridge – admissions tests

Conservatoire (Music/Drama) – auditions

Nursing – interview in some cases

Education/Teaching – interview in some cases

Art/Architecture – Portfolio submission
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Personal Research
▪ Time allocated in PSE period.

▪ Prospectuses – Pupils can access these online.

▪ Focus West – S6 Futures Interviews 1-to-1.

▪ UCAS Ayrshire Exhibition – 11th September (40 places)

▪ University Open Days  - in person.

▪ Advice and guidance services:

Pastoral Support teachers and SLT, Skills Development Scotland, Family

▪ Websites:

UCAS, My World of Work, Individual university websites, Skills Development Scotland.



Key Dates/Tasks set by Ardrossan Academy (flexible to an extent!)

▪ 8 SEPTEMBER 2025: October deadline applicants submit draft of Personal 
Statement to Pastoral Support Teacher.

▪ 8 SEPTEMBER 2025: All UCAS applicants to have registered on UCAS APPLY and 
begin application.

▪ 1 OCTOBER 2025: UCAS applicants to submit draft of personal statement to 
Pastoral Support Teacher.

▪ 8 OCTOBER 2025: UCAS October deadline applicants form submitted to UCAS.

▪ 15 DECEMBER 2025: UCAS form ready to send.



SAAS – Student Awards Agency Scotland

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L89U2BwmYbY
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L89U2BwmYbY

